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Cover image: 
Cable-assist felling operations head east 
of the Mississippi.

It goes without saying that loggers work hard. 
But to reap greater pro� ts from your logging 
operation, you need to work smarter, not just 
harder, as the old business adage says. Precision 
Forestry o� ers a variety of unique solutions 
that help drive e�  ciency in the woods � 
beyond iron and horsepower. Complementing 
your work ethic with machine intelligence 
and system-level integration can help you 
maximize pro� tability. 

For years, forestry equipment manufacturers 
have focused on building bigger, stronger, 
and faster machines to increase production. 
Due to transport and other restrictions, 
it’s go� en to the point where machine size is 
maxing out. Loggers need to improve e�  ciency 
to drive more pro� tability. Precision Forestry 
leverages machine and data capabilities that 
help you make smarter decisions on and o�  the 
jobsite. � ese solutions not only help you guide 
operators to work more e�  ciently but provide 
insight to help you improve your bo� om line.

To learn just a few of the advantages of 
Precision Forestry, see Tech Tips on page 
3. � e Mountaineer Mechanized story on 
page 12 describes how a logging company 
in West Virginia is using Precision Forestry 
solutions and steep-slope methods to reinvent 
Appalachian cable logging.

� e possibilities of Precision Forestry are 
almost endless. Each of you has unique 
challenges that may be limiting the success 
of your business. I encourage you to reach 
out to your local  John Deere dealer and 
share with them the challenges you face. 
Precision Forestry is not one size � ts all;  it is 
highly customizable. By understanding your 
unique needs,  John Deere and your dealer 
representative can incorporate solutions that 
will help you meet your challenges head-on � 
and help deliver greater success in your future.

3 Tech Tips
Precision Forestry capabilities are almost 
endless. Learn how they can help improve 
your bo� om line.

4 International Corner
 One of the largest timber contractors in 

Australia recently tested a 768L-II Bogie 
Skidder, the perfect machine for the 
country’s long rainy season.

6 Bulldog
� e tenacious new 768L-II Bogie Skidder 
takes on steep, muddy conditions in Georgia.

10 Deere Gear
Our new 953ML Shovel Logger is a beast 
in swampy conditions.

12 Pinnacle
Mountaineer Mechanized is reaching 
new heights by introducing the latest 
steep-slope logging methods in 
West Virginia.

18 Down Time
Logger Jason Dawson has participated 
in team-roping competitions with his 
father since he was 14 years old.

PRECISION FORESTRY 
TAKES LOGGING TO 
THE NEXT LEVEL

Graham Hinch, 
Director, Western Hemisphere Sales and Marketing



m5HESE�NEW�SOLUTIONS�CAN�HELP�BOOST�EF��CIENCY�
AND�PRO��TS n�1RECISELY�
3UHFLVLRQ�)RUHVWU\�KHOSV�\RX�PDNH�VPDUWHU��PRUH�HI��FLHQW��DQG�FRVW�
HIIHFWLYH�GHFLVLRQV�ZKLOH�LPSURYLQJ�\RXU�ERWWRP�OLQH��7KH�SRVVLELOLWLHV�
DUH�DOPRVW�HQGOHVV��DQG�RQH�VL]H�GH��QLWHO\�GRHV�QRW���W�DOO��6SHDN�ZLWK�
\RXU�-RKQ�'HHUH�GHDOHU�WR�OHDUQ�KRZ�WR�FXVWRPL]H�VROXWLRQV�WKDW�PDWFK�
\RXU�XQLTXH�RSHUDWLRQ�DQG�FKDOOHQJHV��+HUH�DUH�D�IHZ�ZD\V�3UHFLVLRQ�
)RUHVWU\�FDQ�KHOS�LPSURYH�KRZ�\RX�GR�EXVLQHVV�

4MARTER�MACHINES��Precision Forestry helps John Deere to create 
PDFKLQHV�WKDW�DUH�HDVLHU�WR�RSHUDWH��ZKLFK�DGGUHVV�D�PDMRU�FKDOOHQJH�
LQ�WKH�LQGXVWU\�ɒ�WUDLQLQJ�DQG�UHWDLQLQJ�QHZ�RSHUDWRUV��6PDUW�
PDFKLQHV�SURYLGH�UHDO�WLPH�IHHGEDFN�WR�KHOS�RSHUDWRUV�ZRUN�PRUH�
HI��FLHQWO\�DQG�VDIHO\��3UHFLVLRQ�)RUHVWU\�DOVR�DOORZV�\RX�WR�FROOHFW�
DQG�DQDO\]H�PDFKLQH�GDWD�WR�EHWWHU�PDQDJH�\RXU���HHW�DQG�GLDJQRVH�
LVVXHV��VR�\RX�FDQ�SURWHFW�\RXU�DVVHWV��8OWLPDWHO\��3UHFLVLRQ�)RUHVWU\�
KHOSV�\RX�JHW�PRUH�SURGXFWLYLW\�DQG�HI��FLHQF\�RXW�RI�\RXU�H[LVWLQJ�
��HHW�LQVWHDG�RI�FRQWLQXDOO\�XSJUDGLQJ�WR�ELJJHU�PDFKLQHV�

.AKING�YOUR�OPERATION�MORE�EF��CIENT��)RU�\HDUV��WKH�RQO\�ZD\�WR�JHW�
WKH�PRVW�RXW�RI�\RXU�RSHUDWLRQ�ZDV�WKURXJK�LPSURYLQJ�\RXU�FDSDELOLW\�
E\�EUXWH�IRUFH��7KLV�ZDV�GHSHQGHQW�RQ�PDFKLQH�HI��FLHQF\��IXHO�
EXUQ��DQG�RSHUDWRU�VNLOO�OHYHO�ɒ�DOO�YDULDEOHV�WKDW�DUH�RIWHQ�GLI��FXOW�

WR�FRQWURO��%XW�\RXU�EXVLQHVV�FDQQRW�GHSHQG�RQ�WKH�SHUIRUPDQFH�
RI�DQ\�RQH�PDFKLQH�RU�RSHUDWRU��7R�EH�VXFFHVVIXO��\RXU�ZKROH�
RSHUDWLRQ�QHHGV�WR�VHDPOHVVO\�ZRUN�WRJHWKHU�WR�LQFUHDVH�SURGXFWLRQ�
DW�WKH�ORZHVW�FRVW�SRVVLEOH��,PSURYLQJ�HI��FLHQF\�DFURVV�\RXU�HQWLUH�
RSHUDWLRQ�PDNHV�LW�HDVLHU�WR�PDQDJH�WKHVH�YDULDEOHV�DQG�OHVVHQ�WKH�
LPSDFW�RI�DQ\�RQH�YDULDEOH��IRU�PRUH�FRQVLVWHQW��SUHGLFWDEOH�UHVXOWV��
3UHFLVLRQ�)RUHVWU\�KHOSV�\RX�DFKLHYH�WKLV�WKURXJK�LPSURYHG�SODQQLQJ��
FRPPXQLFDWLRQ��DQG�H[HFXWLRQ��

1LANNING�FOR�SUCCESS��7\SLFDOO\��ORJJHUV�KDYH�ORRNHG�DW�WKH�ORJJLQJ�
V\VWHP�IURP�VWXPS�WR�GXPS��ZKHWKHU�LW�LV�IXOO�WUHH��FXW�WR�OHQJWK��
RU�D�K\EULG��3ODQQLQJ�LV�RIWHQ�LJQRUHG��EXW�LW�UHSUHVHQWV�D�WUHPHQGRXV�
RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�VDYH�WLPH��PRQH\��DQG�UHVRXUFHV��%\�XVLQJ�GDWD�WR�PDNH�
LQIRUPHG�GHFLVLRQV�DQG�FRQQHFWLQJ�\RXU�HQWLUH�MREVLWH�WR�GULYH�WKRVH�
GHFLVLRQV��\RX�FDQ�XQORFN�PRUH�SRWHQWLDO�SUR��WDELOLW\��

+OHN�%EERE�1RECISION�'ORESTRY�SOLUTIONS��-RKQ�'HHUH�7LPEHU0DWLF��
0DSV�DQG�7LPEHU0DQDJHU��SURYLGH�UHDO�WLPH�LQVLJKWV�WR�ERWK�
RSHUDWRUV�DQG�EXVLQHVV�RZQHUV��7KHVH�VROXWLRQV�KHOS�LPSURYH�
DOO�DVSHFWV�RI�D�ORJJLQJ�EXVLQHVV��LQFOXGLQJ�GD\�WR�GD\�WDVNV��
GHFLVLRQ�PDNLQJ��DQG�RYHUKHDG�FRQWURO��2ZQHUV�FDQ�PDQDJH�
GHWDLOHG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�IRU�PXOWLSOH�VLWHV�LQ�UHDO�WLPH�ɒ�ZLWKRXW�
WKH�QHHG�WR�YLVLW�D�MREVLWH�

Sites can be managed through the control panel 
as Awaiting, In Progress, Completed, or Archived. 
This allows you to plan production estimates, maps, 
and landing locations for upcoming jobs; keep tabs 
on multiple crews, machines, and jobsites on current 
projects; and manage past jobs that were completed 
or delayed due to weather.

On an active site, jobsite data including machine location 
is updated every two to three minutes. Target tonnage 
DQG�VLWH�VSHFL��F�SURGXFWLRQ�LQIRUPDWLRQ��LQFOXGLQJ�VWHP�
count and estimated tonnage harvested, is available. You 
can also view job progress, the area covered by the cutter 
and skidder, and the percentage of bunches transferred 
to the landing.

The map shows bunches that still remain in the forest. 
A bunch is marked each time the cutter dumps its head. 
Clear observations can be made about wood remaining 
to be skidded to the landing.

1RIMER�ON�1RECISION�'ORESTRY
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$XVWUDOLD�ERDVWV�WKH�VHYHQWK�ODUJHVW�IRUHVW�DUHD�RI�DQ\�FRXQWU\��ZLWK�����PLOOLRQ�KHFWDUHV��
UHSUHVHQWLQJ�WKUHH�SHUFHQW�RI�WKH�ZRUOGɕV�WRWDO�IRUHVW��$OPRVW�WZR�PLOOLRQ�KHFWDUHV�RI�$XVWUDOLDɕV�
IRUHVW�DUHD�LV�VXVWDLQDEOH�FRPPHUFLDO�SODQWDWLRQ��0RVW�SODQWDWLRQ�KDUYHVWLQJ�RFFXUV�RQ�WKH�
FRXQWU\ɕV�FRDVWV�
�6XQFKLS�*URXSɕV�PDLQ�KDUYHVWLQJ�RSHUDWLRQ�LV�RQ�D�SLQH�SODQWDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�7XDQ�
)RUHVW�LQ�4XHHQVODQG�RQ�$XVWUDOLDɕV�(DVW�&RDVW��ZKHUH�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�������WUHHV�DUH�KDUYHVWHG�
DQG�SURFHVVHG�HDFK�GD\��7KH�FRPSDQ\�DOVR�UXQV�D�VWHHS�VORSH�RSHUDWLRQ�LQ�1HZ�6RXWK�:DOHV�
DQG�DQRWKHU�RSHUDWLRQ�LQ�4XHHQVODQG��(VWDEOLVKHG�LQ�������6XQFKLS�*URXS�KDV�JURZQ�WR�EHFRPH�
RQH�RI�WKH�ODUJHVW�WLPEHU�FRQWUDFWRUV�LQ�$XVWUDOLD��7RGD\�WKH�FRPSDQ\�HPSOR\V�����SHRSOH�ZKLOH�
KDUYHVWLQJ�DQG�KDXOLQJ�XS�WR�����PLOOLRQ�PHWULF�WRQV�RI�ZRRG�DQQXDOO\�


Source: www.agriculture.gov.au.

2XWVWDQGLQJ�VWDELOLW\

LEADING AUSTRALIAN TIMBER 
HARVESTER TEST-DRIVES NEW 
SIX-WHEEL 768L-II BOGIE SKIDDER

%RRVWHG�
lift capacity

6SDFLRXV�FDE

([FHOOHQW
traction
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0DQDJLQJ�'LUHFWRU�0DUN�%ODFNEHUU\�LV�
FRPPLWWHG�WR�WKH�JURZWK�DQG�GHYHORSPHQW�
RI�WKH�$XVWUDOLDQ�IRUHVWU\�LQGXVWU\��DQG�LQ�
�����KH�ZDV�LQGXFWHG�LQWR�WKH�$XVWUDOLDQ�
)RUHVWU\�&RQWUDFWRUV�$VVRFLDWLRQ�+DOO�RI�
)DPH��+H�DOVR�HPSKDVL]HV�D�VWURQJ�IRFXV�
RQ�WKH�VDIHW\�RI�KLV�ZRUNHUV�DQG�VXSSOLHUV��
,Q�������6XQFKLS�*URXS�ZDV�WKH���UVW�ORJJLQJ�
FRPSDQ\�WR�EH�D���QDOLVW�ZKHQ�LW�ZDV�
UXQQHU�XS�IRU�WKH������7UXFN6DIH�-RKQ�.HOO\�
0HPRULDO�$ZDUG�

7KH�4XHHQVODQG�RSHUDWLRQ�UXQV�DOO�
-RKQ�'HHUH�HTXLSPHQW��LQFOXGLQJ�WZR�
���0�7UDFNHG�)HOOHU�%XQFKHUV�ZLWK�)5��%�
IHOOLQJ�KHDGV��,W�DOVR�UXQV�IRXU�'HHUH�
VNLGGHUV�LQFOXGLQJ�WZR����/�,,�6NLGGHUV�DQG�
WZR�SUHSURGXFWLRQ����/�,,�%RJLH�6NLGGHUV��
ZKLFK�KDXO�ORJV�WR�IRXU�����*�3URFHVVRUV�
ZLWK�:DUDWDK����&�KHDGV�DW�WKH�ODQGLQJ��
7KH�IXOO�WUHHV�DUH�SURFHVVHG�ZLWK�WKH�PDLQ�
SURGXFW�EHLQJ����PHWHU�VWHPV�IRU�WKH�PLOO��
ZKLFK�DUH�ORDGHG�RQWR�WUXFNV�XVLQJ�WZR�
'HHUH�����*�/RDGHUV��6XQFKLS�DOVR�KDV�WZR�
'HHUH�����(�)RUZDUGHUV�XVHG�IRU�VRUWLQJ�
DQG�ORDGLQJ�WKH�ORJV�WKDW�DUH�DQ�H[SRUW�
E\�SURGXFW�IURP�WKH�VWHP�RSHUDWLRQ�

7KH�FRPSDQ\�ZDV�LPSUHVVHG�E\�WKH�QHZ�
-RKQ�'HHUH����/�,,�%RJLH�6NLGGHU�DIWHU�
GHPRLQJ�LW��&RPELQLQJ�H[FHOOHQW�WUDFWLYH�

DELOLW\�DQG���RWDWLRQ�ZLWK�ORZ�
JURXQG�SUHVVXUH��WKH�VL[�ZKHHO�

PDFKLQHɕV�ERJLH�D[OHV�DOORZ�
RSHUDWRUV�WR�QDYLJDWH�
ZHW�WHUUDLQ�QRW�DFFHVVLEOH�
ZLWK�IRXU�ZKHHO�VNLGGHUV��
DGGLQJ�PRUH�GD\V�WR�WKH�
ZRUN�FDOHQGDU��ɗ'XULQJ�
RXU�IRXU�PRQWK�UDLQ\�

VHDVRQ��ZH�QHHG�D�VNLGGHU�WKDW�FDQ�VWLOO�EH�
SURGXFWLYH�ɘ�VD\V�%ODFNEHUU\��

7KH����/�,,�LV�GHVLJQHG�WR�FDUU\�ELJ�ORDGV�
RYHU�ORQJ�GLVWDQFHV��ɗ2Q�ORQJ�KDXOV��WKLV�
PDFKLQH�UHDOO\�FRPHV�LQWR�LWV�RZQ�ɘ�VD\V�
%ODFNEHUU\��ɗ,W�FDQ�SXOO�KHDY\�ORDGV�DQG�
WUDYHO�IDVW�WR�KHOS�XV�PD[LPL]H�SURGXFWLYLW\�ɘ

2SHUDWRUV�DSSUHFLDWH�WKH�UHGXFHG�PDFKLQH�
YLEUDWLRQ�DQG�VPRRWK�ULGH��ɗ:LWK�VL[�ZKHHOV��
WKH�ERJLH�VNLGGHU�ULGHV�PXFK�EHWWHU�ɘ�VD\V�
%ODFNEHUU\��ɗ,WɕV�FRPIRUWDEOH�DQG�HDV\�RQ�
WKH�RSHUDWRU�RYHU�PRXQGV�DQG�VWXPSV�ɘ

7KH�EDODQFHG�ERJLH�D[OHV�LPSURYH�VWDELOLW\��
ZKLFK�DOORZV�WKH�RSHUDWRU�WR�FRQ��GHQWO\�
SXOO�KHDY\�ORDGV�DQG�PDQHXYHU�RQ�KLOOVLGHV��
7KH�PDFKLQHɕV�ORQJ�ZKHHOEDVH�DQG�ODUJH�
ERRP�DUFK�HQYHORSH�ERRVW�WKH�UHDFK�DQG�
OLIW�FDSDELOLW\�RI�WKH�ERRP�DQG�JUDSSOH��ɗ,I�
\RXɕUH�RQ�D�KLOO�ZLWK�WKH�ERJLH�VNLGGHU��\RX�
GRQɕW�KDYH�WR�JHW�DV�FORVH�WR�WKH�EXQFKHV�
EHFDXVH�LWɕV�JRW�WKH�ORQJHU�ERRP�ɘ�VD\V�
RSHUDWRU�/RJDQ�+XJKHV��ɗ7KHUHɕV�PRUH�URRP�
WR�PDQHXYHU��,I�\RXɕUH�RQ�D�IRXU�ZKHHOHU��\RX�
KDYH�WR�JHW�ULJKW�XS�WR�WKH�EXQFKHV��ZKLFK�
LVQɕW�DOZD\V�HDV\�ɘ

7KH�PDFKLQHɕV�DUFK�GHVLJQ�SURYLGHV�DQ�
H[SDQVLYH�UHDUZDUG�YLHZ�WR�WKH�JUDSSOH�
DQG�MREVLWH�EHKLQG�WKH�PDFKLQH��ɗ9LVLELOLW\�
LV�JRRG��HVSHFLDOO\�WRZDUG�WKH�JUDSSOH�ɘ�
VD\V�+XJKHV��ɗ,�OLNH�WKH�FDE��6LPLODU�WR�RWKHU�
-RKQ�'HHUH�VNLGGHUV��LWɕV�VSDFLRXV�DQG�KDV�
DPSOH�OHJURRP�ɘ

7KH����/�,,ɕV�GXUDEOH�ERJLH�D[OHV�DUH�
GHVLJQHG�WR�KHOS�NHHS�WKH�IURQW�ERJLH�
WLUHV���UPO\�LQ�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�WKH�JURXQG��
PD[LPL]LQJ�WLUH�DQG�D[OH�FRPSRQHQW�ZHDU�
OLIH��ɗ,WɕV�EHHQ�D�YHU\�UHOLDEOH�PDFKLQH�ɘ�VD\V�
%ODFNEHUU\��ɗ:HɕUH�FRQ��GHQW�LWɕV�JRLQJ�WR�
EH�DYDLODEOH�HYHU\�GD\��$FFHVV�WR�VHUYLFH�
SRLQWV�DQG�FRPSRQHQWV�LV�ZLGH�RSHQ�IRU�
GDLO\�PDLQWHQDQFH�RU�DQ\�UHSDLUV��:H�KDYH�
D�VHUYLFH�FRQWUDFW�ZLWK�RXU�GHDOHUVKLS��
5'2�(TXLSPHQW�$XVWUDOLD��DQG�WKHLU�WHFKV�
DOZD\V�DOHUW�XV�ZKHQ�SHULRGLF�PDLQWHQDQFH�
LV�FRPLQJ�XS��:H�DOVR�KDYH�D�YHU\�FORVH�
UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�WKHLU�VDOHV�SURIHVVLRQDO��
%ULDQ�'DXEQH\��ZKR�KDQGOHG�WKH�LQLWLDO�VDOH�
DQG�PDQDJHV�RXU�DFFRXQW�ZLWK�5'2�ɘ

%ODFNEHUU\�EHOLHYHV�WKH�QHZ����/�,,�%RJLH�
6NLGGHU�PDNHV�D�JRRG�SHUPDQHQW�DGGLWLRQ�
WR�6XQFKLS�*URXSɕV���HHW��ɗ0RVW�RI�WKH�WLPH�
KHUH��ZH�DUH�GRLQJ�ORQJ�GUDJV�RYHU�ZHW��
WRXJK�JURXQG��7KLV�PDFKLQH�LV�SHUIHFW�IRU�
WKDW�DSSOLFDWLRQ��VR�PXFK�VR�WKDW�ZH�ERXJKW�
WKH���UVW�PDFKLQH�DQG�KDYH�VLQFH�DGGHG�D�
VHFRQG�ERJLH�VNLGGHU�WR�WKH���HHW�ɘ

Sunchip Group is serviced by RDO Equipment 
Australia, which opened a service depot in 
0DU\ERURXJK��4XHHQVODQG��VSHFL �́FDOO\�IRU�
the equipment sale to Sunchip Australia.

134 M
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2
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total forest
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PHOTOGRAPHY: NATE LUKESTORY: KEVIN ORFIELD

GEORGIA LOGGER GETS FIRST LOOK AT 
TENACIOUS NEW 768L-II BOGIE SKIDDER
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AT A LOGGING SITE NEAR THE CITY OF ROME IN THE 
NORTHWESTERN CORNER OF GEORGIA, A LOGGING CREW 
BATTLES STEEP SLOPES AND MUDDY CONDITIONS AFTER 
SEVERAL DAYS OF RAIN. IT RAINS IN GEORGIA. A LOT. THE 
PEACH STATE IS THE SEVENTH WETTEST STATE IN THE 
UNITED STATES IN TERMS OF AVERAGE ANNUAL RAINFALL.

Logging is different here than in Georgia’s Coastal Plain region to the 
south, which is covered by loblolly and slash-pine forest plantations. 

“We cut mostly hardwood in a lot of steep ground,” says Matt Owens, 
owner of Matt Owens Logging. “We’re at the southern end of the 
Appalachians. The areas we log can be flat, in river bottoms, on rolling 
hills, or on the side of a mountain — all within a few miles of each other.”

A new six-wheel John Deere 768L-II Bogie Skidder makes its way up a 
steep ridge pulling a heavy load of hardwood. The machine is designed 
to excel in foul weather and adverse terrain. Owens surveys the scene 
and talks to a few of his crew before jumping into his machine of choice, 
a Deere 859M Tracked Feller Buncher. Near the landing two other crew 
members run a Deere 843L-II Wheeled Feller Buncher and a 748L-II
Grapple Skidder. Although these highly capable machines play an 
important role, tracked machines and bogie skidders have become 
essential in this environment.

As the rain subsides in the early afternoon, the sun appears, creating 
hot, muggy conditions. The operators are thankful for the air-conditioned 
cabs. And Owens, who is demoing Deere’s new bogie skidder, is grateful 
for the machine. “The bogie will go places a four-wheel skidder would 
never have dreamed of going.”

NOBODY’S FOOL
The southern U. S. produces over 60 percent of the country’s 
total annual timber harvest, with Georgia accounting for nine 
percent. Of the state’s 37 million acres of land, over 24 million 
acres are forested — or about 67 percent. Twenty-two million 
acres are privately owned and commercially available — more 
than any other state.*

Owens works exclusively with private landowners. “We buy all 
our own timber and market to whomever we want. We set our own 
rates so we don’t have to depend on the mill telling us what the 
cut-and-haul rate is. We’re 100-percent independent, which gives 
us the freedom to do what we want.”

The crew typically produces 50 loads a week. Tracts range from 
40 to 400 acres and are typically 80-percent hardwood, including 
oak, hickory, and poplar. The wood is used for hardwood lumber, 
furniture, flooring, mats, and guardrails. “We try to cut a lot of 
hardwood on steeper tracts,” says Owens. “Our niche is to cut 
what other people can’t or won’t do. We try to buy steeper tracts 
because a lot of times that’s where the better wood is, and nobody 
will fool with it.”

*Source: Forest Science, December 2018; Truesouth.com; 
gfagrwo.org; allongeorgia.com.

“OUR NICHE IS TO CUT WHAT OTHER PEOPLE CAN’T OR WON’T DO. 
WE TRY TO BUY STEEPER TRACTS BECAUSE A LOT OF TIMES THAT’S WE TRY TO BUY STEEPER TRACTS BECAUSE A LOT OF TIMES THAT’S 
WHERE THE BETTER WOOD IS, AND NOBODY WILL FOOL WITH IT.”WHERE THE BETTER WOOD IS, AND NOBODY WILL FOOL WITH IT.”

MATT OWENS
Owner, Matt Owens Logging

Spring 2021   7



TIME TO SHINE
The six-wheel 768L-II Bogie Skidder delivers outstanding traction, stability, and 
flotation, so it can work on steep slopes and in wet conditions. “A four-wheel skidder 
doesn’t do that well in that environment,” says Owens. “Bogie skidders won’t 
necessarily outperform a regular skidder on flat, dry ground. But the six-wheel 
768L-II does very well on wet, rough, or steep terrain — that’s when it really shines.”

The 768L-II’s long wheelbase and large boom-arch envelope boost the reach and lift 
capability of the boom and grapple. Its tight-turning radius enhances agility at the 
landing. “The lift power on the 768L-II is great. The longer boom gives you more reach 
and dexterity in the woods. At the landing, this makes it easier to place wood where 
you want it by the loader.”

Arch design provides an expansive rearward view to the grapple and jobsite behind 
the machine. “Visibility to the rear is great because the cab is pretty elevated.”

FROM FARM TO FOREST
Owens grew up on the family farm started by his great-

grandfather. His children represent the fifth generation. 
His father hauled logs and his grandfather did some 
logging, but Owens is the first to log full time. “Back in 

the 1940s and ’50s, my grandad logged and had a dairy. 
He’d milk cows and then go to the woods. In the spring he’d 
plant crops, then go to the woods. He knew someone who 
had a portable sawmill.”

About 10 years ago, Owens cut a tract of white oak and 
hickory that his grandfather had cut in 1953. “They would 
fell trees using a crosscut saw, haul them with a mule, and 
then load the truck with skid poles. It was mature hardwood 
by the time we cut it again.”

Owens started logging all by himself in 2001, using a chain 
saw, a tractor with a front-end loader and grapple, and a 
straight truck. After a few years, he started hauling tree-
length logs. “I removed the logging bed from the straight 
truck and put in a fifth wheel so I could use a trailer. And 
I got my first John Deere machines — 440A and 548D 
Skidders. In 2005, I bought my first new skidder, a 648G-III.

“I grew up with John Deere tractors on the farm,” Owens 
adds. “The forestry equipment has lived up to everything 
I expected in terms of quality and reliability. And that’s 
what we need from our logging equipment  — machines 
that will work in rough, steep ground day after day.”

“THE SIX-WHEEL 768L-II DOES 
VERY WELL ON WET, ROUGH, 
OR STEEP TERRAIN — THAT’S 
WHEN IT REALLY SHINES.”

MATT OWENS
Owner, Matt Owens Logging
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